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Minutes of the Regular Meeting nr.4 
Thematic Group Gagauzia 

 National Council for Participation 
 
Date: April 10, 2013 
Location:  CONTACT Center 
Time: 10.00- 13.00 
 
Coordinator of the Group: Mihail Sirkeli, Executive Director, ”Pelerin-Demo” Youth Center,  ATU Gagauzia 
Assistant:  Elena Deceva, Assistant of the Thematic Group “Gagauzia” 
 
In Attendance: 

Serghei Ostaf, CREDO  
Serghei Neicovcen, CONTACT Center 
Vasilii Cioaric, CONTACT Center  
Vlad Catlabuga, IDIS Viitorul 
Bob Deen, OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, Senior Adviser 
Jacqueline Carpenter, OSCE Mission to Moldova, Senior Human Rights Adviser 
Rita Tamm, OSCE Mission to Moldova  
Liudmila Samuila, OCSE Mission to Moldova 

 
Agenda: 

1. Discussion of the survey conducted by Piligrim-Demo on the status of Gagauz laws and center-autonomy 
relations in the local level law making process; 

2. Discussion of the advocacy strategy to be used to promote the status of Gagauz laws and develop a 
mechanism that will establish center/autonomy relations in the law making process on the autonomy level; 

3. Discussion of the survey conducted by Piligrim-Demo in the field of linguistic rights of national minorities 
regarding personal names. 

4. Discussion of advocacy strategy to promote linguistic rights in the Republic of Moldova. 
 

 
Miscellaneous: 

(See the report delivered by Mihail Sirkeli during the meeting attached to this document). 

- It was assumed that the reason for the Central Parliament to ignore the PAG’s (People’s Assembly of 

Gagauzia) legislative initiatives is due to the fact that the initiatives do not always comply with the 

legislation of the Republic of Moldova. 

- The attendees agreed that there is a lack of communication between the Parliament and the Local 

Authorities. 

- An idea was put forward that a special department should be created to regulate the laws adopted by the 

Parliament, and a clear mechanism of passing the legislative initiatives from the PAG to the Parliament 

should be created. 

- It was stated that the People’s Assembly cannot operate efficiently enough because they do not have 

competent lawyers; therefore, they keep adopting ineffective laws. It was asserted that the problem 

could be solved if the local authorities consulted with civil society. Besides, consulting with international 

experts and organizations would also be a highly effective solution. But taking into consideration that 

Gagauzia is not a member of any international organizations and therefore cannot address them directly, 

there should be elaborated a mechanism engaging national authorities (MFA) in this process. 

- The attendees discussed the problem of recognition of the Gagauz local laws. In particular, they should be 

recognized as laws by national authorities. Today the laws passed by PAG are treated as decisions of 

second level Local Public Administration and therefore have no power of law. It leads to a problem that 
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local authorities in Gagauzia are afraid of making decisions based on local laws. Instead, they prefer using 

national laws to avoid complications, because the local ones are not recognized on the national level. 

- It was mentioned that Peoples Assembly of Gagauzia often elaborate and pass laws which are beyond the 

autonomy’s competence, contradicting to the Constitution and international commitments of the 

Republic of Moldova. It was assumed that it is a result of a lack of promulgation mechanism, which would 

engage the Government and Constitutional Court of the Republic of Moldova in the process of 

promulgation of the laws adopted by the People’s Assembly. 

- It was suggested that a clear ADVOCACY strategy should be developed to solve the issue Gagauz laws 

status and to adopt the Gagauz laws promulgation mechanism that will engage Government and 

Constitutional Court of Moldova. 

- The participants agreed that awareness should be raised among the local authorities and population, and 

the report on the discussed issues should be expanded to about 20 pages and distributed among the 

population, local authorities and civil societies. 

- The members of the Group discussed the necessity of bringing into compliance the Law №273 «Oб 

удостоверяющих личность документах национальной паспортной системы» and Law №382-XV «О 

правах лиц, принадлежащих к национальным меньшинствам, и правовом статусе их организаций» 

regarding spelling of personal names belonging to national minorities in the Republic of Moldova. 

 
Chairman of the Meeting: Mihail Sirkeli, Executive Director, Youth Center ”Pelerin-Demo” ATU Gagauzia 
Assistant: Elena Deceva, Assistant of the Thematic Group Gagauzia 


